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ment was arnved at with the Nagbansi Maharaja in 1772; but after
a trial of administration in which he was found wanting, the country
now  included  in  Ranch!   District  was,  along  with   other adjoining
territories, placed under the charge of the Magistrate of Ramgarh in
Hazaribagh District.    This was in 1816 or 1817.    Meanwhile the gulf
between the foreign landlords and their despised aboriginal tenants
had begun to make itself felt.    A large proportion of the country had
passed from the head family, either by way  of maintenance grants
(khorposK) to younger branches or of service grants (jdgfr) to Brahmans
and others, many of whom had no sympathy with the aborigines and
only sought to wring from them as much as possible.    The result was
a seething discontent among the Mundas and Oraons, which manifested
itself in successive risings in the years i8ir, 1820, and 1831.    In the
last year the revolt assumed very serious proportions, and was not sup-
pressed without some fighting and the aid of three columns of troops,
including a strong body of cavalry.    It had long become apparent that
the control from Ramgarh, which was situated outside the southern
plateau and in reality formed part of a more northern administrative
system, was ineffective; and in 1833 Chota Nagpur proper with Dhal-
bhum was formed  into  a  separate  province,  known as   the  South-
western Frontier Agency, and placed in the immediate charge of an
Agent to the Governor-General aided by a Senior and Junior Assistant,
the  position   of the  former   corresponding closely  with that  of the
present  Deputy-Commissioner  of Ranch!.     In  1854 the  system   of
government  was  again  altered, and   Chota  Nagpur was   constituted
a non-regulation province under a Commissioner.    In the Mutiny of
1857 the head branch of the Chota Nagpur family held firm, though
the Ramgarh Battalion at Ranch! mutinied and several of the inferior
branches of the Nagbansis seceded.    Chief among these in Ranch!
District was the zamlnddr of Barkagarh, whose property was confiscated
and now forms a valuable Government estate.    The subsequent history
of the District has been uneventful, with the exception of periodical
manifestations of the discontent of the Munda population in the south
and south-east.    This was fanned during the last fifteen years of the
nineteenth century by the self-interested agitation of so-called sardars
or leaders, whose chief object has been to make a living for themselves
at the expense of the people, and also by the misrepresentations of
a certain section of the German missionaries.    It culminated in a small
rising in 1899 under one Birsa Munda, who set himself up as a God-
sent leader with  miraculous powers.    The movement was, however,
wanting in dash and cohesion, and was suppressed without difficulty
by the local authorities, the ringleader being captured, and ending his
days  from  cholera  in  the   Ranch! jail.     When  the  South-Western
Frontier Agency was established in 1833, the District, which was then